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CHATTER VIL

TOE TIUAI

Ifltriii, --rliich lreame part of Anstria-Jlunar- y

in aoeonlance with the treaty
of 1 8 is n triangular peninsular of
which tlio it!imas forms the base.
This jeniusu!a extenila from the Ouif
of Tribute to tlie Oulf of Quarnero ;
and along the count line are eerrral
harbors. Amonpf others, almost at the
extreme aoutheru point, i Polo, which
the Government wm then forming into

dockyard ninl ur.oaal of the first
rank.

The provirxr- - morfl rsyieciallY on its
iriwtorn i in till IlAliiin. and even
YeriHt.ia.ii in its customs and lan gun pi.
Tli H lae clwrirut, still at ruqgl.a witii
the Italian le:unt. and the German
element ha some diSlcult in maintain
lng iU influenc

There are several important towns on
tlie eoaat ami in the interior. Among
llioao are Capo d'lstria and Fi ratio,
whov) Hjpulatiin ia almost entirely
employed ia tlie salt work at the
moutln of the and Corna-Lnnga- ;

I'arenzo, tin1 lieuilqwirter- - of the Iatnaa
Diet and the residence of the Bishop ;
JliTigno, rich in iti olive tree, and Pola,
wh re tourist find interest in the au-pc-

monument of Unman origin, and
which is d to Leoome the moat
important military port in the Adriatic.

But neither of those towns hare the
right to call itself the capital of Iitria,
The placo that baart. that title Is Piaino.
tdtuatoJ almost ia the oentre of ths tri
angle, and tint Lor, unknown to them,
the prisoners were about to be taken
After their secret arrant

At itviii ouitx'k the rbfiae stopped
to chango horae. It was only at a farm,
where tho horm-- wore waiting read to
be hnrnoKBed. It was not a p

The escort rsnmel its journey. The
carriage paw 1 along a road among the
vineyard i wher the vines inter laoed
themselves in fntnons to the brauohea
of tho mitllicrry trous. The rood was
fiat and tho ciirria.70 mnde rapid pro-
gress. Tho darkness now grew more
profound, for heavy clouds, brought np
by ft vioVut airocoo from the southeast,
covered the sky ; and although tho win
down were let down from time to time
to admit a little fresh airfor tlie nights
are warm in Ltri;. it was impossible to
distinguish Anything even close at
hand. Allhourli Handorf and Lis
friends ruted every incident on the
rood, the direction of the wind and the
timo elapod siaeo thoir departure, they
could not discover the direction in
which the carriage was traveling. The
object was donbtlesa to keep it as secret
as o, so that thoir place of con-
finement should not bo known to the
public.

About two o'clock in the morning
they HK'nin clumped horses. As at the
first change the hart did not lost five
minutes.

Count Handorf thought he could make
ont in the gloom a few houses at tlie

nd of a road, ns though r u the extreme
outskirt of n to-- n.

This whs I'.ujc. tl.e chief place of a
district Mtuatsl obout twenty miles
aonth of Mtiinra.

As soon n tint horses were pnt to the
carriage lieutenant spoke a few words to
th postillion in alow tone, and tho chaise
fct ofTat a gallop.

At half-pas- t three o'clock the day le-fn- n

to dawu. An hour later the posi-
tion of the rising sun would have shown
them the direction in which they were
poimr. but the police shut down the
shutters, nn 1 the interior of the car-
riage was plunged into complete dark-
ness.

Neither Count Handorf nor his friends
made the leant (lerrntion. It Would
rot have Iwen ret died to; that was cer-
tain. Tlie lsst thing to do was to sub-
mit niul wait.

An hour or two afterwards -- it was
difficult to reckon how the Mme went
the stopped for the last time,
and the change of liorses was very
quickly ierform"l at Visinadx

As tin y 1, ft here all that could lw
noticed was that the road had Nmnnw

cry hard. The shouts of the postillion,
the crncking of his whin, inoessAntly
urged the horses forward, and the shoes
rattled on tho hard, stony ground of a
mountainous region. A few hills with
little clumps of grayish trees oould Is?
made out on the horizon. Two or three
times the prisoner hoard the sounds of
a Ante. They came from the young
ahepherds who were playing their curi-
ous tunes as they fcitherod together
their rtvks of black go', but this
afforded no suffi.-te- nt indication of the
country the prisoners were pnsaing
through. That hud to be fonnd out
Without seeing it.

Alxiit nine o'clock the chaise went off
la quite a different direction. Unless
they were mistaken thy were deeeend-in- g

rapid r after having reached the
highest point of their journey. The
peed was much increased, and oooa-aiona-lly

tho wheels hud to le akiddM.
In foot, after leading through the hilly

country commanded by Mont Majenr,
the road drops) down obliquely as it ap-
proaches I'i-in- o. A 1 though the town is
Yery much alve sea level it seems to
be in a deep valley to judge from the
neighboring hills. Home distance be-
fore it Is roached the campanile slmve
the houses pictureequely grouped on
the hillside becomes visitde.

Piaino ia the chief place of the dis-
trict, and contains alout 21.000 inhab-
itant. It is situated almost tn the cen-
tre of the peninsula, and particularly at
fair time a large bnsinene is done among
the mixed population of Morlaquea,
Golsvea of diilerent tribes, and even
Tsiganes, who f.ouxish there.

Ths oapital of Intria is an old eity, and
bat retained its feudal character. This
atrikinglY appears in the ancient oastie.
which towers above several more mod '

arn military eUblirhaaenU whore the
adminbtiation of the government ia
oarrietl on.

It was in the courtyard of this castle
that the post-chai- stopped on the Oth
of June, about teu o'olook in the morn
Luf utrr m journey ol niteeu uouiav,
Count Handorf, his two companions and
Barcany left the vehiela, and a few min-tito- e

afterwards were shown into separ-
ate vaulted cell.

Although they had had no eommunl
catiou with esob other, and hal not been
able to eichange ideas in any way, yet
Bandorf. Zthmar and Bath orv were all

ngaged in pondering over the aama
ubject llow had the secret of the.

plotlecn ditcovere lf Had tae pollco
come on the track by chaneef There,
bad recently been no eorretpondenca
between Trieste and the Hungarian and
Tran.ylvanian towna Was there a
fjai tor ia LLa cams f. 33at wLocpniiba

vne truior r oonnaence nna inrea
placed in none. There were no papers
to fall into a spy's hands. All the docu-
ments had been destroyed. Had they
rummaged the most secret corners of
the Acquedotta they would cot have
found a single suspicious note I And
that is what had happened. The police
had discovered nothing except tho
grating, which Zathmar had not de-

stroyed incaae he wanted it for further
use. But unhappily the grating was
serious evidence, for it was impossible
to explain its use except as a means of
ciphered correspondence.

In fact, everything rested on the copy
of the message that Barcany, with Tor-ontha- l's

connivance, had handed over to
the Governor of Trieste after having
made oat its real meaning. But, nn
fortunately, that was qaite enough to
make good the accusation of conspiring
against the state; and it has been de-

cided to bring Count Handorf and his
friends before a special tribunal, a mil
itary tribunal, which would proceed in
military fashion.

Sarcany's gamewnsa deep one, and
he played it with the coolness and de-

liberation that dixtinguished him. He
had allowed himself to be arrested. tole
convicted, if need be, on the under-
standing that he should receive a par-
don; and in this way he hoped to disarm
suspicion.

Handorf was completely deceived by
him and who would not have been?

and resolved to do his utmost to clear
him of the charge. It would not bo
difficult, he thought, to show that Har-ca-

had taken no pat t in the conspir-
acy, that he was merely an accountant
only recently introduced into Zathinar's
house to arrange certain private matters
which in no way had reference to tho
plot. If needful, he could call Silas
Toronthal to testify to the young man's
innooence. There could le no doubt,
therefore, that Sarcany would 1m found
innocent of having been cither a princi-
pal of accessory, in the event of tho
prosecution being persisted in.

The Austrian Government knew
nothing of the conspiracv beyond what
thev heard at Trieste. The conspirators
of Hungary and Transylvania remained
absolutely unknown. There was no
trace in existence of their complicity in
the plot. Handorf. Bathory and Zath-
mar need have felt no anxiety on this
head. As far as they were concerned
they had made up their minds to deny
everything until some material evi-
dence was produced. Iu that case they
know that their lives were forfeited.
Others would one day take up tho
movement that had now proved almrtive.
Tho cause of independence would find
new leaders. If they were convicted
they would avow what had been their
Lopes. They would show the object at
which they had aimed, and which ono
day or tho other would be attained.

It was not v.'ithout some reason that
Count Handorf and his two friends
thought that the action of the police
had been restricted in the matter. At
Bud, at Pe-t- h. at Klansenburg, in nil
the towns in which the rising was to
take place at the signal from Trieste
inquiries had lcen made in vain. That
was why the Government had arrested
the chiefs so secretly at Trieste. They
had sent them to Pisiuo, and desired
that nothing should be known of the
matter, in the hope that something
would happen to l tray the senders of
the cipher message. Tho hope was not
realized. The expected signal was not
given. The movement was stopped for
a time at least Tho Government had
to content itself with trying Handorf
and his companions for high treason.

The inquiries took -- e vera I days; and
it was not till the 20th of June that the
proceedings began w th the examination
of the ueoused. They wcw not even
confronted with each other, and were
only to meet before their judges.

The chiefs of the Trieste conspiracy
wore, as wo have said, to be tried before
a court martial. The proceedings be-

fore such ft court never take long, the
trial is conduebd very quickly, and
there is no delay in the execution of tue
sentence.

It was so in this matter.
Ou the 2 th of June the court martial

met in one of the lower rooms of the
fortress of Pisino, and theuecused were
brought In'fore it The proceedings did
not tako very long, aud nothing start-
ling was discovered

The Court opened at nine o'clock in
the morning. Count Haudorf, Count
Zathmar and Professor Iiathory, on the
one side, and Harcany on the other, saw
each other for the tin-- t time since their
iinpi is-.- i.ent The clasp of the hand
which Handorf and his friend inter-
changed ss they met, pave yet another
proof of their unanimity. A sign from
Zathmar, and Bathory gave Randorf to
understand that they left him to speak
for them. Jse.thor would undertake
the defence. All Handorf had done up
till then had leeu well done. All that
he thought tU to say to the judges
would lie well se.id. Tlie hearing was a
publio one. But few person were
present for the affair had not yet
transpired; and the spectators, some
twenty in cuinWr. bclonced to the
ataffofthe castle.

The identitv of the arvns,l was f!rk
proved. Then, immediately afterwards,
Handorf asked the president the name of
the place which he and his companions
uai Deen Drought lor trial, but no reply
was given to the question.

I he i.lentitv of Harcanv was liVnwi
established. He still Jid nothi
distinguish his case from that of his
companions.

Thou the le of the mMM-- a
handed over to the police was produced.
aim me accuse. 1 were asked if they re-
membered receiving the original. They
replied inai 11 wa- - tUe duty or the prose-
cution to prove that they received it

At this reply the grating which had
Is en found in Zathmar 's de--k was pro-
duced.

Bardorf and his companions could not
deny that the grating had been in their
posses-io- n. They did not try to. To
audi material evidence there was no re-
ply. Tlie appl ieutiou of the grating per-mitt-

the cryptograph io letter to be read,
and the letter must couxxiueutly have
been received.

And thus they learned how the secret
of the conspiracy h:ul discovered
and the Wsis on which the prosecution
was originated.

Frotn this time forward qnestion and
answer passed rapidly and clearly told
the story.

Handorf denied nothing. He spoke
on Ixdialf of his two friends. A move-
ment intended to bring about the sepe ra-
tion of nnngary from Austria and the
antonomie reoonstitution of the kingdom
of the ancient Magyars had been organ-
ized by them. Had they not been ar-
rested it would shortly have broken out,
and Hungary would have reconquered
its independence. Sandorf claimed to
le tho chief of the conspiracy, and in-
sisted that his fellow-prisoner- s were
merely his agents. But Zathmar and
Bathory protested against this conten-
tion, and claimed the honor of having
leen his accomplices and desired to
share his fate.

When the President interrogated the
prisoners as to their dealings with others
they refused to reply. Not a name was
given.

"Yon have now three heads," eadd
Bandorf, " and that must be enough for
Jon."

Three heads only, for Sandorf then
act himself to exculpating Saroany, a
ypnn clerk employed in Count Z pe

rnor's bouse on the recommendation of
Silas TorouthrrL

Barcany could not confirm what Ban-
dorf stated. He knew nothing of the
conspiracy. He had been greatly sur-
prised to learn that in this quiet house
ou the Acquedotto a plot was in progress
against the safety of the State. IJ he
had made no protest when he wai ar-
rested it was because he hod no idea
what it was all about

Neither Count Handorf nor Sarcany
had any difficulty in proving this and
it is probable that the Court had already
made hp his mind in the matter. At
the suggestion of the Judge Advocate
the charge against Harcany was then
and there abondoned.

By two o'clock in the afternoon the
pleadings were all over, and the sentence
was given without even an adjournment.

Count Mathias Sandorf, Count Lad is-l-as

Zathmar and Professor Stephen
Bathory were found guilty of high
treason against the Htate and sentenced
to death.

Tlie prisoner- - were to be shot in the
courtyard of the castle.

The execution was to take place with-
in forty-eigh- t hours. Harcany was to be
kept in custody until the closing of the
jail hooks, which would not take place
until after the execution of the sentence.

By the same judgment all theposses
eions of tho pruouers were confiscated.

The prisoners were then removed,

CHAPTER Yin

AFTEB THK SENTENCE.

Farcany was taken back to the cell lie
occupied at the bottom of an elliptic
corridor on tlie second floor of tlie don-
jon. Handorf and his two friends, dur-
ing the lubt hours of life that remained
to them, were quartered in a large cell
en the same level, exactly at the end of
the major axis of the ellipse which this
corridor made. Th secret was now
known. The condemned were to be left
together until their execution.

This was a consolation, even a plena-tir- e

for them, when they found them-
selves alone and allowed to give way
to feelings which they could not at
lirst restrain.

"My friends," said Sandorf, "I am
the cause of your deaths I But I have
nothing to ask your pardon for 1 We
worked for the independence of Hun-
gary I Our cause was just ! It is our
duty to defend her I It is an honor to
die for her I"

"Mathias," said Bathory, "we thank
yon for having associated us with you in
the patriotic work which would have
been the work of all your life "

"As we are asso. iated with you in
death!" added Zathmar.

Then during a momentary silence the
three gazed round the gloomy cell in
which they were to spend their lost
hours. A narrow window some four or
five feet high, cut through the thick wall
of the donjon, let in a certain amount of
light There were three iron bedsteads,
a few chairs, a table and a shelf or two,
on which were a few articles of crockery.

Zathmar and Bathory were soon lost
in thought.

Haudorf began to walk up and down
the cell.

Zathmnr was alone in the world, had
no family ties and no near relations.
There was only his old servant, Borik,
to mourn for him.

It was not so with Bathory. nis
death would not only prove a blow to
himself. He had a wife and son whom
it would reach. That wife and child
might even die! And if they survived
him, how were they to live? What was
to be the future of a penniless woman
and hor eight -- year -- old child? Had
Bathory possessed any proerty, how
much of it would remain after a judg-
ment which directed it to le coufL&ated
and sentenced him to death ?

As for Bandorf, all his past life re-

turned to him ! His wife came to him !

His little daughter came a child of two
years old, now left to the care of the
steward. And tlre were his friends
whom he had led to ruin ! He asked
himself if ho had done well, if he had
not gone farther than his duty towards
his country required ? Woul i that the
punishment had fallen on him alone,
and not upon those that were iuuoccnt !

"No! no! I have only douemy duty !"
he said to himself. "My country before
all, and above all!"

At five o'clock a warder entered tho
cell, placed the dinner on the table, and
went out agaiu without saying a word.
Sandorf would have liked to know in
what fortress he was kept a prisoner,
but as the President of the court-marti-

had not thought fit to answer the ques-
tion it was qui e certain that the warder
would not give the information.

Tlie prisoners hardly touched the din-
ner which had been prepared for them.
They passed the rest of the day talking
on various matters, in the hope that
their alortive movement would ono day
bo resumed. Very often they returned
to the incidents of tlie trial.

" We now know," said Zathmar, " why
we have been arrested; and how the
police discovered us from that letter
which they came across."

"Yos, Ladislas," said Sandorf, "but
into whose hands did that message,
which was one of the last we received,
at first fall, and w ho copied it ?"

"And when it was copied," added
Bathory, " how did they read it without
the grating ?"

" The grating must have been stolen,"
said Sandorf.

"Stolen! and and by whom ?" asked
Zathmar. "The day we were arrested
it was still iu the drawer on my desk,
whence the police took it"

This was indeed inexplicable. That
the letter had been found on the pigeon ;
that it had been copied beio.-- e being
sent to its destination ; that the house
where the person to whom it was ad-
dressed had been discovered all that
could Ikj explained. But that the crypt-ograph- io

despatch could have been
deciphered without the grating by which
it had been formed was incomprehen-
sible.

"And besides," continued Sandorf,
we know that the letter was rea.1, and

it could not have been read without
the grating! It was this letter which
put the police on our traces, and it was
on it that the whole charge was based."

"It matters very little, after all," an-
swered Bathory.

"On tho contiary, it does matter,"
said Sandorf. " We have leen betray-
ed ! And if there has been a traitor not
to know "

Sandorf suddenly stopped. The name
of Sarcany occurred to him ; but he
abandoned the thought at once without
caring to communicate it to his s.

Far into the night Sandorf and his
companions continue their conversation
on all that was nniutelligble with rd

to those matters.
Iu the morning they were awakened

from sound sleep by the t?ntry of the
warder. It was the morning of their
last day but one. The execution was
fixed to take plaoe in twenty-fou- r hours
from then.

Bathory asked the warder if he might
be permitted to see his family.

The warder replied that he had no
orders ou the subject It was not likely
that the Government would consent
to give tho prisoners this last con-
solation, inasmuch as they had conducted
the affair throughout with the greatest
secrecy, ad no even tho name of ths

fortress wnion serveu mem as a prison
nau oeen reveaieiL

H we write letters, will they be for-
warded ? asked Sandorf.

"I will bring you paper, pens and
ink," replied the warder ; " and I prom-
ise to give your letters into the Gov-
ernor's hands."

"Weare much obliged to yon," said
Sandorf. "If you do that, you do all
you can ! How shall we reward yon f" Your thanks are sufficient gentle-
men." said the warder, who could not
conceal his emotion.

He soon
m. . brought in the writinar... mate- -

I riMis. prisoners spen. tne greater
pan 01 tue day in making their last
arrangements. Sandorf said all that a
father's heart oould prompt in his in-
structions regarding his Laby girL who
would soon be an orphan ; Bathory all
that a husband nnd a father oould
think of in bidding a loving farewell
to his wife and son ; Zathmar all that
a master could any to an old servant
who remained his only friend.

But during the day, although absorb-
ed in their writing, how many times did
they stop to listen ! How many times
did they seek to discover if Rome distant
noise was not coming along the corridors
of the donjon! How many times did it
seem to them as though the door of their
cell had opened, and tliat they were to
be permitted one last embrace of wife,
son or daughter ! That would have
been some consolation ! But, in truth, the
pittiless order deprived them of this
lost adieu and spared them the heart-
rending Fcene.

Tlie door did not open. Doubtless
neither Mme. Bathory or her son, nor
the steward, Lcnoeck, to whose core
Sandorf s daughter had leen given, knew
no more where the prisoners were taken
to after their arrest than Borik in his
prison at Trieste. Doubtless also, neither
of them knew of the doom in store for
he conspirators.
Thus passed the earlier hours of the

day. Occasionally Sandsord and his
friends would talk for a while. Oc-
casionally they would be silent for some
time, and then the whole of their lives
would be lived over again in their mem-
ories with an intensity of impression
quite supernatural. It --vas not with the
past as affecting the past that they
were entirely concerned ; the recollec-
tions seemed all to shape themselves with
a view to the present Was it then, a
prescience of that eternity which was
alout to open on them, of that incom-
prehensible and incommensurate stats
of things which is called the infinite ?

Bathory and Zathmar abandoned
themselves without reserve to their rev-
eries, but Handorf was invincibly domi-
nated by an idea which had taken posses-
sion of him. ne could not doubt but
what there had been treachery in this
mysterious affair. For a man of his
character to die without punishing the
traitor, w hosoever he wo3, without know-
ing even who had letrayed him, was to
die twice over. Who had got hold of
this message to which the police owed
the discovery of the conspiracy and. he
arrest of the conspirators? Who had
read it, who had given it up, who had
6old it; perliaps? Pondering over this
insoluble problem, Sandorfs excited
brain became a prey to a sort of fever.
And while his friends wrote on or re-
mained silent nud motionless, he strode
uneasy and agitated, pacing the-flo- or

of his cell like a wild beast shut up in a
cage.

A phenomeon strange but not unin-
telligible in accordance with acoustical
law came at last to his aid and whisper-
ed the 6ecret he had desiuirud of dis-
covering.

Several times he had stopped short as
he turned at the angle which the dividing
w all of the cell made with the main wall
of the corridor, on to which the different
cells opened. In this angle, just where
the door was hinged, he seemed to hear
a murmur of vo ces, distant and hardly
recoguiz ible. At first he paid no atten-
tion to this, but suddenly a name was
pronounced his own and he listened
intently. At once he detected an ac-
oustical phenomenon, such as is observ-
able in the interiors of galleries an
domes or under vaults of ellipsoidal
form. The voice traveling from one
point of the ellipse, after following the
contour of the walls without being per-
ceptible at any intermediate point is
plainly heard at the other focus. Such
is the phenomenon met with in the
crypts of the Pantheon in Paris, in the
interior 4l the dome of St Peter's at
Rome, and in tlie whispering gallery at
St Paul's in London, The faintest
word uttered at one focus of these curves'
is distinctly heard at the focus opposite.

There could be no doubt that the two
or more persons who were talking either
in the corridor or in a cell situated at
the end of the diameter, the vocal point
of which was close to the door of the
cell occupied by Sandorf.

By a sign he called his companions to
him. Tlie three stood listening.

Fragments of phrase distinctly reach
ed their ears; phrases broken off and
dying away as every now and then the
sjeaker moved from and towards the
point whose position determined the
phenomenon.

And these are the phrases they heard
at different intervals:

" after the execution, you
will be free. "

" And then Count Sandorfs goods we
shore "

"Without me you never would have
deciphered that message."

"And without me if I had not taken
it from the pigeon you never would have
got hold of it ' ,

WelL no one would suspect that the
police owe "

"Even tho prisoners have no bus-p- ic

on."

"Neither relatives nor friends are
coming to see them."

Then the voices were silent, and the
sound of a door iM.iug shut was heard.

"Sarcany! Silas Toronthal!" ex-
claimed Sandorf. "That is where itcame from !"

He looked at his friends, and was
quite pale. His heart stopped beating
iu the grip of the spasm.

nis eyes dilated, his neck stiffened,
his head sank back to Ids shoulders
everything showed that his energeticnature was in the graip of terrible auger,
pushed to its furthest extreme,

"Those two ! The scoundrolsl Those
two !" he repeated with a sort of a roar.

Then he corrected himself, looked
round him, and strode across the cell

"Escape! Escape!" he exclaimed
"We mnst esoaue!"

And this man, who would have
walked bravely to death a few hours
later, this man who had never even
thought of miking an r ff rr for his
life, this man had now but one thought

to live, and live to punish those two
traitors, Sarcany and ToronthaL

"Yes! To be revenged ?' exclaimed
Bathory and Zathmar.

" To be revenged ? No ! To do jus-
tice."

All the Count Sandorf was in these
worui

CHAPTER IX
THE DOXJO OF PISI3TO,

The fortress of Pisino is one of the
Zaott formidable buildings which aroea

in tne middle ages, it has a fiue feudal
aspect. It only wants the knights in its
vaulted halls and the ladies in their long
brocaded robes and pointed bonnets at
its arched windows, aud the archers and
crossbowmen on its m hioolatious, its
battlemented galleries, at the embra-
sures of its maugmals, its portcullis and
ib drawbridges. The stonework is still
intact ; but the Governor with his Aus-
trian uniform, the soldiers with their
modern weapons, the warders and turn
keys who no longer wear the parti-
colored costume, half yellow and half
red, of the old c vs. strike a false note
in the midst of all this magnificene of
the past

It was from the donjon of this fortress
that Count Sandorf was endeavoring to
escape during the last hours before his
execution. A mad attempt no doubt ;
for the pi isoners did not even know in
what part of the donjon their prison lay,
nor anything of the country across which
they would have to journey after their
escape.

And perhaps t was fortnnate that
their ignorance was complete in the mat-
ter. Hod they known more they might
have recoiled before the difficulties, to
say nothing of the impossibilities of such
an enterprise.

It is not that this province of Istria
offers no favorable chances for an escape,
for no matter what direction the fugi-
tives took they would reach the aeaooast
in a few hours. It is not that the streets
of Pisino are so carefully ganrded that
there is a risk of being arrested at the
very first step. But to escape from the
fortress, mid particularly from the don-
jon occupied bv the prisoners, had up to
then been considered impossible. Even
the idea had never occurred to any one.

The situation and exterior arrange-
ments of the donjon in tlie fortress of
Pisino were as follows : The donjon
occupies one 6ide of the terrace with
which the town here ends. Leaning
over the parapet of this terrace the eye
plunges into a large, deep gulf, whose
rugged sides, cowered with thick entan-
glements of creepers, are cut down

Nothing overhangs the
wall ; there is not a step to enable any
one to ascend or descend ; not a fence
to halt at ; not a prominence to seize
hold upon in any part of it ; nothing
but the uncertain lines, smooth, rugged
and irregular, which mark the oblique
dearage of the rocks. In a word, it is
an abyss which attracts, fascinates and
never gives back anything that drops
into it

Above the abyss rises one of the side
walls of the donjon, pierced with a few
windows giving li?ht to tlie cells on the
different floors. Were a prisoner to lean
out of one of these openings he would
recoil with terror, lest vertigo drag him
into the void below. And if he fell
what would lie his fate? His body
would be dashed to pieces on the rocks
at the bottom, or it would be carried
away by the torrent whose current dur-
ing flood is irresistible.

The abyss is the Brico, as it is called
in the district Through it runs a river
known as the Foiba. This river finds
its only outlet in a cavern which it has
gradually cut out of the rocks, and into
which it fulls with the impetuousity of a
tide-rac- e or a whirlpool. Where does it
go as it passes under the town ? No one
knows. Where does it reappear ? Not
one knows of this cavern, or rather this
canal, bored in the schists and clays
no one knows the length, the height or
the direction. Who can say what thous-
ands of angles, what forests of pillars
supporting the enormous substructure
of the fortress and entire city its waters
are dashed against in their course?
Many bold explorers, wb- -i the water-lev- el

has been neither too high nor too
low, have taken a light boat and
endeavored to descend the Foiba through
the gloomy tunnel, but the arches have
been too low and have soon interposed
an impracticable obstacle. In foot,
nothing is kuowu of this subterranean
river. Perhaps it is lost in some still
deeper cavern and enters the Adriatio
below the tide mark.

Such, then, was the Brico, of which
Count Sandorf ibid not even know the
existence ; and as the only escape was
by the window of his cell, which opened
above the Brico, he would be almost as
certain to meet his death as if he stood
in front of the firing party on the morn
ing of his execution.

Zathmar and Bathory waited but for
the time to act ready to remain behind,
if necessary, aud sacrifice themselves to
help Count Sandorf, or ready to follow
him if their flight would not hamper
his.

"Well all three go," said Sandorf.
"Wait till we get out before we
separate I"

Eight o'clock then struck from the
clock in the town. The prisoners had
only twelve hours to live.

Night began to close in a night
w hich promised to be very dark. Thick,
almost motionless clouds unrolled them-
selves cumbrously across the sky. The
atmosphere was heavy, almost unbreath-abl- e,

and saturated with electricity. A
violent storm was coming on. Light-
ning had not yet passed between these
masses of vapor, heaped around like so
many accumulators, but distant growl-ing- s

were heard along the summits of
the hills that encircle Pisino.

Under such circumstances offered
there was some chance of success, if an
unknown gulf bad not gaped beneath
the feet of the fugitives. In a dark
night they might not be seen. In a
noisy night they might not be heard.

As Sandorf had instantly recognized,
flight was only possible through the
window of the oelL To force the door,
to cut into its strong planks of oak, all
bound and ironed, was not to be dreamed
of. Besides, the step of a sentinel
resounded on the flags of the corridor.
And onoe the door was cleared, how
were they to find their way through the
labyrinth of the fortress? How were
they to pass the portcullis and draw-
bridges, at which there were always so
many men on guard ? Ou the side of
tlie Brico there was no sentinel ; but the
Brico was a better defence to the face of
the donjon than a cordon of sentries.

Sandorf then went to the window and
examined it to see if they oould squeeze
through it

This window was exactly three and a
half feet wide and two feet high. The
gap widened as it ran outwards through
the wall, which hereabouts was nearly
four feet thick. A solid crossbar of iron
guarded it It was fixed in the side
near the interior opening. There were
none of those wooden boards which
allow the light only to enter from above,
for they would have been useless, owing
to the position of the opening. If, then,
the crossbar could be removed or dis-
placed it would be easy to get through
the window, which was not unlike an
embrasure in a fortress wall

But onoe the pasaage was free, how
were they to make the descent down the
perpendicular aide t By a ladder ? The
prisoners bad not one and oould not
make one. By the bed-cloth-es ? They
had only the heavy woolen ooovterpaaes
thrown on the mattresses which lay oa
the iron frames fixed to the wall. It
would have been impossible to hare
escaped by the wiadow if Count Sanderf
Lad not noticed a chain, or rather an

Iron rope, hanging outrdda, whieh might
aid them to escape.

The cable was ths lightning conductor
fixed to the crest of the roof above ths)
aide of the donjon, the wall of whiott
rose airtight from the Brico.

To lit Continues, .

YOUR EAR FOR MOMENT
o

We are NOT selling out under Mortgage,
Nor are we

Claiming to be Selling at Cost!
But we

WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
By Our Competitors.

' We have the Largest and Best Line of

COOKIHG AND HEATIHG ST0YES,
AND RANGES,

In the city, which we will sell as low, if not a little lowerthan you can buy them in Barber County. We mean what
we say. Call and see for yourself. Our stock of
HARDWAKE, FARM BUGGIES

Carriages, fccM is full and complete,
and will be sold very LOW FOR CASH. A car load of

Glidden Barbed Wire just received.

--D .A. "5r7 & JEZj

DEALERS IN

DRUGS.
it

ADJOINING THE THE

MEDICINE LODGE.

ONE

TINWARE, WAGONS,

JOHN HIGGINS
DEAI.KK IN

FURNITURE! FURNITURE !
r1'.?.''' B 'arre and mplrf stork, eonsintinnr of WAIN and PASrv PTMiwtTrrni

Carpets, Oil-clot- hs and "Window-shade- s.

UNDE RTA KING.
A Neat Hearse in Attendance When Desired.

vVfH !?ffinA, "1 e?f,kew very description and ize alwuy- - on band. Ortlercabinet workman in the extabliBhmei.t to do repairing.
STREET. MEDICINE LODGE. KANSAS.

L F. PEARSON & CO.,
REAL ESTATE, LOAN, INSURANCE and EXCHANGE

AGENTS.
XABSAS AVENUE,

CALL AND EXAMINE our list of Roal Estate
locate tou on land either in Kansas or

C. G. TALIAFERRO.

TALIAFERRO & DE LISLE,

Real Estate and Live Stock Broker
Office south of First Natl. IJank, Medicine Lodge, Kansas.

Larfije list of Property for sale or exchange. Taxes paid for
References: Banks and Business Men of Medicine Lodge. 39

LODGE, -

No !

We do our own Inspecting, and write
payable at

Room

DORAN.

ECO ID S ,

NEW THOMPSON BLOCK,

KANSAS.

HEAR THE COURT HOUSE.
and Personal Property for -- ale or exchange
the Eastern ss

J. M. DE LISLE.

- - - KANSAS,

ON

Money on Hand I

Mortrat-- e Note and Interest art
our ottice.

C
Furnishing Goods, Groceries

CLASS

occupied by the Pkracvr

A. N. ROBERTS.

CO.
FIRST AVENUE WEST,

MtiDMNE

LUMBER, LIME AND

CHEAP

Delays

DRUGS.

FARMS

BADGER LUMBER

MONEY

INTEREST PAYABLE YEARLY.
KIT REMEMBER, we loan more money on form- - and give greater privileges than can

be gotten elsewhere.

tWOur Option Plangives the privilege of paying the whole or any part of mortgage
at any time without Straight loans from ONE to FIVE years.

Cunningham & Cunningham,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

South Main Street, la taopler Building Medicine Lodge, Kansas.

New Firm. I JIkH New Goods.
N EW LOCATION.

W. S. WATK I NS & CO..

GENERAL MERCHANTS.
Keep Constantly on hand a Complete Stok of

Clothing, Boots, Shoes, Hats,
rrouisions ana

LOWEST PRICES!

MATN STREET, in Formerly

'Medicine Lodge,

THOS.

NEW

States.

coupon

yueensiuare.

FIRST GOODS!

Drug Store.

Kansas.

COAL.

money
notice.

Offico:

Grand Central Livery Stable,
DORAN & ROBERTS. Proprietors

Half Block East of Grand Hotel

The Largest Barn in Southern Kansas.
STer-til- ng NEW aod flnt-slaa- a In every particular. Single or double bugglea, earrUtt.

iwaia --.orwfcior junei or reatjtoes, et reMtmitJmcf.

SHERIFFS SALE.
8TATK OF KANSAS.

Barber Oocstt. fM
In the District Court of Barber county, itataof K annus.
C A. Bliss. B s. Hilt ami H. F.Wood, a tlrm, doing liuaine)s

under tue firm name and nti loof Blltu A Wood, pialnuffs,
versua

George W tfriio. and Serena V.Femer,
TY) :1.1kTU,'Ju ord of nale, Iwued out

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4thA. TV. I WW K-- .u .

in the Jon7x;rnd In Thea

county. .Ute of K.,.ffr T it LSE
He auction, to tht- hibest l.iddVr lor ,h .n

1 h eart half of tho northwest miart r. and

bed Era taST, '.uTXl
fhituS if 1

bp'nr'y-B- 0.5) feet off of
I!) in block thirty-on- e 1), In tlie tawn of NewKiowa. k.nNui.

natned defendant, and to natipfy two Jndg-r- J

Vln8alor th?J.um wf u Hundred
"irw. ,WAT1)lKeT,,ner ltn heeuni of Thir-ty Fifty-Eig- Cent. ($30.58), aa

m'nf nJl """Judgment being for the

cembv?, I87?r my hnd th anh rtay of De

OEOROE W. STEVEN'S,
. niun,n aim.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT.
STATE OF KANSAS, i

Bakbkr Cocstt. f

cock, late of Barber county, Kau-n- a.

NOTICE ie hereby given that on the Vth day
LJ."KUar';A- - D"lw. the undersigned

ZVS hc, VTobMe court of Harbor couutv.mfni!?U,jr ',Pln,ert "d oualifled a- -
of the estate of Mark II. Hit

Z ot tin'r eouuty, deceased. All
tlce, and govern themselves aceordinitly

W. W. COOK,
M. E. HITCHCOCK,' Administrators.

SOTICE OP APPOINTMENT.
.TlTPnv ir.r..

Cod ntt or Bakbkr. j
In the matter of the estate of H. W. Meincke.late of Barbercounty. Kansas.
NOTICE I. hereby given that on the 21st day

A. D., lit:, the undersignedwas, by the probate court ot Rarber county.Kansas, duly appointed and iiualitted as admlnlst rotor of the eate of ll. W. Meincke.late of Barber county, d.eeased. vice K. HLockwood, resigned. All p.rties Interestedin said estate will take notice, and governthemselves accordingly.
GEO. J. SOUTH WORTH.

Administrator.Chester I. Long, Attorney.

PUBLICATION NOTICES.

Land Office at Larned, Kans., Dec 17, 1887.
Notice is given that tlie followiiur-natne- dpettier has filed notice of his intentionto make final proof in support of his claim,and that said proof will be n ndo Wtore thecei-- ot the ct court .f Barber county.Kansas, at Medicine Loduc. Kimifhh. Feb"

iH'Viy 'M. via: Barnethhaurnik. 0. 1. .s. N
liix-- 4. for the n-- e . and 4 g, and
west'W Pec30' ,WP uib, of range 15

He names the following witnes-est- o prove
bin coutlniiouH residence upon aud cultivationof said land, viz:

H.8hklar, Jacob Bin en. Morris Peremuter.Colman Rines. U-o- Banar. all of Lodi post-offic-e,
Barbercounty, Kansas.

3 P W. R. Uhow.nlcF.. lteglwter.

Land Offleo at Larned, Kans., Dec. 28, 1KK7.

Notice la hereby given that the following-name- d
settler has filed notice of her intentionto make final proof in support of her claim, andthat said proof will be made before theclerk of the district court of Barbercounty.Kansas, at Medicine Iodge, Kansas, on Feb-?,,u-r

'Mh vlz: MHrv K- -
. O.D 8. No.

for the u e of the n e , section 31,ownshlp Si. south o rane 15 west.
She names the following witnesses to prove

her continuous residctice upon and cultiva-tion of said land, viz.:
(iiani Hix u. C. W riiIlliiij..;joM.rh Cox andrred B. all of Aeina poKioliicc, Hurler vcounty, Kansas. ,

31 38 W. 11. Browm.ek, Heglster.

Land Office at Larned, Kans., Deo. 17, lw."- -
Notiee Is hereby given that the following

named settler has filed notice of bis Intentionto make final proof in support of his claim,and that said proot will l made before theProbate Judge of Barber county, at MedicineLodge, KausHS, on February Hi, viz: ImmoSmith, D. H. No. 14.54t!, for the s i oT the icsection 24. township H4, range 15 west.
He names the following witnesses to prove

his continuous residence upon and cultivationof said land, viz:
U. Ba liner, W. Hood. w. Uttcrhnck, Wm. A.Tyler, all of Aetna, Kansas.
33 38 W. R. Bwdwm.ee. Regtstcr.Ui

Land Offlce at Larned, Kans., Dec. 28, 1887.
Notice Is hereby given that the following

named settler has filed notice of his intentionto make final proof in support of his claim,and that said proof will b made before theProbate Judge of Barber countv, Kansas, atMedicine Lodge, Kansas, on February 24. 1.S88
vlx: WiUiam Shntder.O. D. S. No. 14537, for thes M e V, see 1. twp 81. and tho lots J, 2, seo

, twp 32 south, of range 13 west.
He names the following witnesses to prove

his continuous residence upon and cultivationof said land, viz:
..W.',lliam Btarr- - w- - I'urciful, James Kpooner.
William M. Babers, all ot Lodi, Barber county.
Kansas.

38 W. R. Bnow.Nxr.E, Register.
Land Office at Larned, Kans. Dec. 28, 1W.
Notice is hereby given that the following-name- dsettler has filed notice of his Intentionto make final proof In suport of his claim,and that said proof will be made before the-
rebate judge of Barber county, Kansas, atlediclne Lodge, Kansas, on February 23, 18H.viz; John t. 1. n. foi the n 't

13we?Ud ' 8Ct B' tWp "uth' rn6
He names the following witnesses to prove

his continuous residence upon and cultivationof said land, vis:
W.,.11,am.Kt.l,rr' W- - Ir'lful. James Spnoner.

William M. Babers, all of Lodi, Barber county.
Kansas.

33 38 W. u. Bkowm.ee. Register.
Land Office at Lamed, Kans., Dec. 17,1887.
NoHca In liinliv u4-- tk.t i. ..t .

named settler has filed noiico of his in cntiooto make final pna.f in support ot his claim.,unn that muWI nrfmr vn i. . .
clerk of the district court of Barber county.

iiTiun LriKiire. rvansas, on February 8. 188, viz: David White, (). I). H. 14i'iafor the n-- w '4 n-- w sec 33, auds-wMs-w-

sec 2. twp 3X ranpe 13.
He names the frtlo-.vin- witnesses to Drovehis continuous nwl.li. r. in..n ,...,

tlon of said land, vi,7 "
T. A. Shumate, Ira D. Maxsnn. Spencer Pur-elva- l,John White, all of iii. Barber county.
32 37 W. R. BitowM.EE, Register.
Land Office at Larned. Kans. Nov. 26, 1887.
Notice In hinliv uHon n... . ..

named settler has tiled notice of Ida Intentilm
to mitkn final r.r..r '1 V.
and that said proof will Ikj made Weforetbe
b.iZ.Ji iiit county, Kansas, atLodge, o i February 3. viz- - Hut-li- ffSparks. O D.8 No. 1 for the e I4 n--sec 1. twp 31. range 1 1 went

He names tho rnllwit itn...
his conrinoo,,; ri. rtL7.. Z ".
of said land! vlir "ua CU1U vailoa

thai lea Strain. Grant Randolph, John LThuston. William Rogers, all ,,f MedicineLodra. kanxa.
ai m WR- - Bmowxlee, Res-lite-

Land Office at Wichita, Kans.. Dec. 5, 1887."
XotloA la nrmhv M...... v. .. . ........ . ,M

and that said pW wlU bVle7otif .e Juafe county. Kansas atMedicine Lodge Kansas, on January 26.viz: rederick Broderbeck. for tho i-- w SU sec , twp 31 south, range lo west.Ha ImmM th fallr..!.... .
his oo7ii7..r.r-- w""; 10 i?ve
tionof sald Und, vlir CU1UV- -

.
iwi8 William Hcisel, J Hcok n

Km' U Mu,Mford. Wberunty.
30 35 Framj Dalk, Register.
Land Office at Lamed, Kaus.. Nov. ia, 1W7.
Notice ia hrh- - rltrr .v. .

to mak iMifi. :Y"vr"' """-- w

and that said proof will ti m"ad 1.,:oate judireof Barber county. Kamuut r

H n-- U n--e If.'snd n-- e n--w se2Xtwp 32 sooth, range 13 west.She lumMlhafnlln-l!- .. all... ...
pe8tdenc UP nd cultivation

jSlw?rd T' Cuwie Mury. George Ste-vens, Henry Chapman. A King, JWright, ail of Sexton Barber county k'-n- s. -

of inventive Prx V;Of work that mn t i.-- r
country without scrarting thTwoTkerstheir homes. Py iiboral,8djn nVcWrtJ .ELwork : either sex, oV tecln?.By required ; capital if.bi1" r '

free; cut thlsW SSMnJVt , V
and Importance to you that will star

UShiVLtl ?5,,hln.f II' 60 m toe world;.:? rI

.... a


